
Dear IASSA Members!  

In the last few months IASSA has been active in en-

gaging with several key initiatives and platforms 

that provide opportunities to ensure that the voice 

of social scientists is heard strongly and  loudly. 

IASSA participated in the Second Arctic Science 

Ministerial and Arctic Environmental Ministers 
Meeting and continued be an active observer in the 

Arctic Council providing input at both Sustainable Development Work-

ing Group (SDWG) and Senior Arctic Officials meetings, as well as 

through our work with the Social, Economic and Cultural Expert 

Group (SECEG). IASSA has also contributed to the recent Arctic Resili-
ence Forum organized under the auspice of the SDWG. Please see re-

ports on these events in this Northern Notes.  

Another important item is our progress advance IASSA priorities (see 

page 3). At ICASS IX we proposed the new IASSA platform From 
Growth to Prominence that includes nine priorities, which will be in-

strumental in bringing the IASSA to the next level of success. The task 

forces set up by the Council continue its work. Today we are happy to 

announce the IASSA Council has finalized the terms of reference for 

IASSA Working Groups  organized by IASSA members (IASSA Mem-

bers Working Groups). We have heard from many of you at ICASS IX 

and at other occasions that having an opportunity to build Working 
Groups around certain research topics and themes could help IASSA 

members to stay more engaged and connected. Having these WGs 

could also be helpful for program and sessions development as we are 

preparing for the ICASS X in 2020. The Council considered various 

options for WG creation recognizing that IASSA bylaws do not have 
such units in our organization. As a result, we opted for a bottom -up, 

members -driven principles of WG development, and hope that this will 

make it easier to spur the development of new Working Groups in the 

next few years.   

Finally, WE ARE READY TO ANNOUNCE THE DATES OF THE NEXT 

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF ARCTIC SOCIAL SCIENCES 

(ICASS X). ICASS X will take place in Arkhangelsk, Russia on JUNE 

15 -19, 2020. IASSA is grateful to the Northern Arctic Federal Univer-

sity for hosting this jubilee meeting and celebrating IASSAõs 30th anni-
versary with us. PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

Sincerely Yours,  

Andrey N Petrov, President, IASSA  
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IASSA Members Working Groups

New Opportunity:  
 
Creating IASSA Member ðDriven Working Groups  
 

The IASSA Council is excited to support the creation of new working groups (WGs) by IASSA 
members. These  "IASSA member working groups"  will be  informal thematic affinity groups  of 

IASSA members. They will not be established by IASSA, but rather by groups of interested IASSA 

members, and governed by members using their own procedures. Although the working groups 

will not be formal divisions or structures of IASSA, and as such are not recognized in the IASSA 

bylaws, IASSA will facilitate their development by placing them in a list of IASSA members WGs, 
providing links to WG websites from the main IASSA web page and giving preference to WGs in 

creating side events and other activities at IASSA meetings. The IASSA Council will also consider 

engaging WGs in association activities, such as organizing sessions for the International Con-

gress of Arctic Social Sciences (ICASS), as appropriate. The IASSA Council may give WG 

events  preference for formal endorsement and informational support. The IASSA Council may 

also periodically review WG activity.  
  

To be placed on IASSAõs website, WGs must meet the following basic criteria : 

 

1.  Have a contact person/lead who is an IASSA member  

2.  Be open to all IASSA members to join  

3.  Be comprised of active IASSA members and should encourage new members to become IAS-
SA members upon joining the WG  

4.  Have a website containing the WG description, contact information and clear acknowledg-

ment of its affiliation with IASSA  

 

As soon as the working group is established, its leadership should inform the IASSA secretariat 
and provide the information specified in criteria # 1 and 3. The IASSA Council retains the right 

to review such information with respect to its fit with the IASSA mission and established proce-

dures.  

If you have questions please email Andrey Petrov at andrey.petrov@uni.edu  

 
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:   

 

THE TENTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF ARCTIC SOCIAL SCIENCES  

 

JUNE 15 -19, 2020  

ARKHANGELSK, RUSSIA  

       

       


